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1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1.  Course teacher  Nenad Zakošek 1.6. Year of the study programme 5 (4+1) 

1.2. Name of the course 
Political System of Croatia in the 

European Context 
1.7. Credits (ECTS) 

7 

1.3. Associate teachers 
none 1.8. Type of instruction (number of hours   L 

+ S + E + e-learning) 
L (28 hours) + S (28 hours) 

1.4. Study programme (undergraduate, 
graduate, integrated) 

Graduate 
1.9. Expected enrolment in the course 

20 

1.5. Status of the course 
Elective 1.10. Level of application of e-learning  

(level 1, 2, 3), percentage of online 
instruction (max. 20%) 

0 

2. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2.1. Course objectives 

Course participants should have basic knowledge about political institutions, actors and processes, as well as some experience 

of fundamental research methods in social sciences. The course objective is to give a detailed account and analysis of the 

emergence and transformation of the Croatian state and democracy after 1989 from a comparative perspective. Thus the 

students shall acquire understanding of achievements and shortcomings of the Croatian political system. Learning includes 

students' participation in lectures, reading assignments based on course literature and small research assignments, in which 

students have to investigate themes of their choice. 

2.2. Course enrolment requirements and 
entry competences required for the 
course  

Level 6 competences of European Qualifications Framework. Good knowledge of English language. 

 

2.3. Learning outcomes at the level of the 
programme to which the course 
contributes  

1. Understanding of democratization processes in the context of political changes in Europe after 1989. 

2. Ability to apply knowledge about Croatian politics and research methods of comparative politics on research problems 

concerning European political institutions and actors. 

3. Synthesizing knowledge about Croatian politics with knowledge acquired in other courses on EU political institutions, as well 

as with knowledge about economic and social processes in Europe. Ability to interpret new political phenomena in the 

European context. 

4. Ability to communicate about problems of Croatian politics in the European context through participation in public debates or 

writing of a newspaper article on a chosen topic. 

5. Competence for independent learning, capacity to design, under mentor supervision, one’s own research activity at the level 

of a doctoral programme. 

2.4. Learning outcomes expected at the 1. Advanced knowledge about preconditions, dynamics and outcomes of democratic transformation of the political system of 
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level of the course (4 to 10 learning 
outcomes)  

Croatia. Understanding of similarities and specificities of Croatian politics in comparison to other South East and East European 

states. 

2. Ability to apply the acquired knowledge about Croatian politics on research topics related to political processes in Croatia and 

Europe and to write an analytical paper by using methods of comparative politics. 

3. Reasoning and synthesis concerning the relation between institutions and actors in Croatian politics. Capacity to deal with 

simple research questions concerning contemporary Croatian politics. Ability to draw conclusions about the connection between 

political and social processes from a comparative perspective. 

4. Capacity to engage in informed communication about problems of Croatian politics through presentation of research results 

to expert or general audience. 

5. Competence of independent learning and knowledge acquisition related to Croatian politics. Qualification for participating in a 

doctoral programme. Capacity to design and conduct, with the help of a mentor, a simple research project about topics of 

Croatian politics. 

2.5. Course content broken down in detail 
by weekly class schedule (syllabus) 

1. Historical context: nation and state building, communist modernization, character of the 2nd. Yugoslavia and the causes of 

its dissolution. 

2. Transition towards democracy in Croatia and the creation of the Croatian state: comparison with Slovenia and Serbia as 

well as with Central European post-communist states. 

3. Establishment of political institutions: features of the 1990 Constitution and its implementation until 1995 (preamble, human 

rights, separation of powers) 

4. Serbo-Croatian conflict and the significance of the war in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina 

5. Elections and electoral politics: transformation of the electoral system in the 1990s and its stabilization after 2000, results of 

the parliamentary and presidential elections and their consequences 

6. Political parties and the Croatian party system in the 1990s: comparison with the countries of Central and South East 

Europe 

7. Rise and fall of illiberal democracy in Croatia until 2000. Reasons for the electoral defeat of the HDZ in 2000 and the 

decomposition of its regime. 

8. Consolidation of democracy after 2000: institution and actors. Why consolidation was possible (comparison of Croatia and 

Serbia)? 

9. Development of the party system after 2000: the European context and specific Croatian features 

10. Organized interests and civil society in Croatia: their impact upon democratic processes 

11. Political culture: between nationalism and democracy 

12. European integration of Croatia: chances for a stable democracy in Croatia in the context of EU crisis and instability 

2.6. Format of instruction:  lectures  independent assignments   2.7. Comments: 
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 seminars and 
workshops   

 exercises   
 on line in entirety 
 partial e-learning 
 field work 

 multimedia and the internet  
 laboratory 
 work with mentor 
       (other)                

In the seminar student have to chose one of the research 

topics from a list and to present their results. 

2.8. Student responsibilities 

Students have to attend lectures and seminars, a mid-term oral colloquium is optional. Students are required to write a 1600-

200 words seminar paper on the basis of a simple research project. An accepted and evaluated seminar paper is a prerequisite 

for an oral final exam. 18 hours of lectures and 18 hours of seminar.  

2.9. Screening student work (name the 
proportion of ECTS credits for each 

activity so that the total number of ECTS 
credits is equal to the ECTS value of the 
course )  

Class 
attendance 

2 Research 1 
Practical 
training 

      

Experimental 
work 

      Report       
       
(other) 

      

Essay       
Seminar 
essay 

2  
       
(other) 

      

Tests       Oral exam 2        

(other) 

      

Written exam       Project       
       

(other) 
      

2.10. Grading and evaluating student 
work in class and at the final exam  

Student grade is composed of two components: 1) evaluation of the obligatory seminar paper (8-10 p., 1600-2000 words) and 

seminar presentation; 2) oral examination (based on required exam literature which cs. encompasses 500 p.) 

2.11. Required literature (available in the 
library and via other media)  

Title 

Number 

of 

copies 

in the 

library 

Availability via other media  

Čular, Goran, 2004: Organisational Development of Parties and 

Internal Party Democracy in Croatia, Politička misao, 41 (5), pp. 28-

51 

5 digital copy 

available 

Sharon Fisher, 2006: Political Change in Post-communist Slovakia 

and Croatia: From Nationalist to Europeanist, Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 255 pp. 

1 digital copy 

available 

Henjak, Andrija /Zakošek, Nenad/ Čular, Goran, forthcoming: 

Croatia, pogl. 14, in: Berglund, Sten  (ed.), The Handbook of Political 

- digital copy 

available 
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Change in Eastern Europe, 3rd edition, Cheltenham/ Northampton: 

Edward Elgar, 39 pp. 

Kasapović, Mirjana, 2000: Electoral Politics in Croatia 1990-2000, 

Politička misao, 37 (5), pp. 3-20 

5 digital copy 

available 

Kasapović, Mirjana, 2003: Coalition Governments in Croatia: First 

Experience 2000-2003, Politička misao/ Croatian Political Science 

Review, 40 (5), pp. 52-67 

5 digital copy 

available 

Šiber, Ivan (ed.): 1997: The 1990 and 1992/93 Sabor Elections in 

Croatia, Berlin: Edition Sigma, 7-143 pp. 

Zakošek, Nenad, 2008: Democratization, State-building and War: 

The Cases of Serbia and Croatia, Democratization, (15) 3: pp. 588-

610  

Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, various editions 

2 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

10 

- 

 

 

digital copy 

available 

 

digital copy 

available 

2.12. Optional literature (at the time of 
submission of study programme 
proposal) 

Petak, Zdravko: Budgetary Policy in Croatia, 2000: An Attempt of Evaluation, Politička misao/ Croatian political science review, 

37 (5), pp. 80-88 

Petak, Zdravko, 2001: Comparative Analysis of Financing Parties and Elections in Croatia and the World, Politička misao/ 

Croatian political science review, 38 (5), pp. 18-34 

Ramet, Sabrina P./ Matić, Davorka (ed.), 2007: Democratic Transition in Croatia: Value Transformation, Education, and Media, 

College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 390 pp. 

Šiber, Ivan: 1997: War and the Changes in Social Distance Toward the Ethnic Minorities in Croatia, Politička misao/ Croatian 

Political Sience Review, 34 (5), pp. 3-26 

Štulhofer, Aleksander, 2004: Perception of Corruption and the Erosion of Social Capital in Croatia 1995-2003, Politička misao/ 

Croatian political science review, 41 (5), pp. 74-86 

Sabrina P. Ramet, Konrad Clewing, and Reneo Lukić (eds.), 2008: Croatia since Independence: War, Politics, Society, Foreign 

Relations. Südosteuropäische Arbeiten 131. Munich: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 483 pp. 

2.13. Quality assurance methods that 
ensure the acquisition of exit 
competences  

Quality assurance in accordance with requirements of the University of Zagreb. All written submissions will be kept on file for 12 

months after the course for purpose of peer review. Self-evaluation will be performed. 

2.14. Other (as the proposer wishes to 
add) 

      


